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Sevenmile Creek Restoration 

The landscapes of the Klamath Basin are rich 

with marshes and cold springs that support one 

of Oregon’s most unique ecosystems. It supports 

Lost River and shortnose suckers that can live 

over 40 years and grow up to three feet in length. 

It also supports migratory redband trout that 

average over 20 inches in length. Unfortunately, 

these suckers are listed as endangered under the 

federal Endangered Species Act and redband 

trout are an Oregon State sensitive species.  
 

The uniqueness and cultural and sport value of 

these fish has fostered a collaborative effort to 

help them. One example is on Sevenmile Creek 

which originates in the Cascades and flows into 

Agency Lake. Problems historically faced by fish 

here included lack of habitat diversity, limited 

spawning habitat, low summer flows, and 

barriers to migration. Through the efforts of 

resource agencies, the Klamath Basin Rangeland 

Trust, and generosity of local ranch families like 

the Hawkins, Little, VonSchlegell, Popson’s 

many of these problems are on their way to being 

resolved. Today, meanders exist in once 

straightened channels, riparian areas are 

protected, water has been dedicated to instream 

flow, many irrigation diversions have been 

screened and upstream passage improved.  
 

This effort was rewarded when a department 

biologist documented the first spawning redband 

trout in Sevenmile Creek since the 1990’s.  
 

More work remains to be done, but everyone 

involved is encouraged by this success story.  
 

Ladd Marsh Bird Festival 

The Eastern Oregon University Biology Club, 

Friends of Ladd Marsh, Department of Fish and 

Wildlife, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Grande 

Ronde Model Watershed, Union County 

Tourism, Arts East and a number of local 

businesses held the tenth annual Ladd Marsh 

Wildlife Area Bird Festival May 15, 16, and 17.  
 

The event was scheduled at the height of spring 

migration and nesting in the Grande Ronde 

Valley and to commemorate International 

Migratory Bird Day. Few, if any, places in 

eastern Oregon have a more diverse bird 

population than can be found at the Ladd Marsh 

Wildlife Area. Over 200 species of birds either 

visit or live permanently at Ladd Marsh.  
 

The Festival offers a once-a-year opportunity for 

the public to enjoy birds and birding in and 

around Ladd Marsh Wildlife Area and the 

Grande Ronde Valley. It is also a unique 

opportunity to visit the Wildlife Area which is 

generally closed this time of year.  
 

This year’s Festival started Friday evening with 

music, wine tasting and a presentation about 
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Great Gray Owls by Harry Fuller. Mr. Fuller is 

an Ashland-based birder and author currently 

writing a book on the Great Gray Owls of 

Washington-Oregon-California. He is also 

president of the Board of Directors of the 

Klamath Bird Observatory.  

Saturday Ladd Marsh Wildlife Area opened to 

the public. Volunteers staffed birding stations 

and supervised youth activities. The highlight of 

Saturday’s activities was again a very popular 

presentation by Blue Mountain Wildlife 

Rehabilitators of Pendleton on birds of prey. Ten 

field trips/workshops were held to highlight the 

unique plants, animals, culture and history of 

Ladd Marsh and the Grande Ronde Valley and 

the value of conserving and restoring these 

important habitats. 
 

The Festival is very popular with approximately 

350 visitors coming to La Grande from 

California, Washington and British Columbia as 

well as Oregon, specifically for the event.  
 

WEST REGION 
Steve Marx, Region Manager 
 

Decoys Used to Attract Larks 

This spring Sauvie Island Wildlife Area (SIWA) 

staff, with assistance from the Center for Natural 

Lands Management and local volunteers, 

conducted a project to attempt to attract streaked 

horned larks to nest and reproduce on the 

Wildlife Area. Streaked horned larks are an OCS 

Strategy Species and were listed as a Threatened 

species under the federal Endangered Species 

Act in 2013. This grassland bird is a ground 

nesting species that prefers sparsely vegetated 

grassland habitat with areas of bare ground for 

nesting. It was previously determined that SIWA 

has suitable nesting habitat in the Eastside Units 

where heavy winter foraging by geese often 

creates sparse, low cropped grasses with bare 

patches. While suitable habitat exists, streaked 

horned larks have not been documented to nest at 

this Wildlife Area in recent years. 
 

The attraction project consists of specially 

constructed decoys and a sound system to 

broadcast calls of streaked horned larks. The 

recorded lark call is from a live recording of 

streaked horned larks at another North Portland 

location. The bird calls were broadcast every 

morning from 5:30 to 9:30 am, and in the 

afternoon from 1:30 until 5:30 pm with the goal 

of attracting the attention of larks prospecting for 

nest sites during breeding season. The project 

started in late March and continued until May 31 

with regular monitoring by SIWA staff and 

dedicated volunteers from Portland Audubon 

Society. Unfortunately no detections of nesting 

streaked horned lark occurred during this initial 

year of the project, but we intend to repeat the 

project each spring for an additional four years 

with the continued assistance of local volunteers. 
 

 
 

Family Fishing Events 

April and May are typically big months for 

angling outreach and events across the region. 

The overall success of these events highlights the 

demand and interest in entry level and urban 

fishing opportunities. Below are summaries of 

specific events: 

 Springfield staff hosted a Family Fishing 

event at Alton Baker Park in Eugene. 

Angler turnout was lower than expected, 

although volunteer turnout was terrific!  

One advantage of a lower turnout is there is 

more room on the bank to get a good fishing 



 

 
OREGON FISH AND WILDLIFE COMMISSION FIELD REPORTS 

spot! As usual, garlic power bait was the hot 

ticket!  

 Clackamas - ODFW released approximately 

4,000 legal-sized trout and provided loaner 

fishing equipment to support Boy Scouts of 

America youth angling event at St. Louis 

Ponds. Angler attendance at the event was 

estimated at approximately 400 anglers 

including multiple BSA/Cub Scout Dens 

and Pack and two busloads of children from 

Portland inner city areas. Catch rates were 

good with some limits being caught within 

30 minutes.  

 The 5
th

 annual Olalla Reservoir Fishing 

Derby hosted 224 kids and 188 adults. This 

is a new attendance record for Olalla, which 

has quickly become one of the most popular 

Mid Coast events.  

 North Coast - We had great weather and a 

great turn-out at the Vernonia Pond Family 

Fishing Event this past weekend. Fishing 

success was excellent among the large 

turnout of kids and parents (See image 

below).  
 

 
 

 An event at Trojan Pond was very 

successful with participation estimated at 

approximately 200-300 anglers. Angler 

success was also very good promoting 

constant “turn over” of anglers which 

reduced crowding. Approximately 3,100 

legal-sized trout and 200 larger trout were 

stocked for the event which resulted in 

nearly everyone catching fish, and a 

majority of the anglers catching their full 

daily limit.  
 

 Charleston – A Family Fun Day held at 

Middle Empire Lake was attended by 

hundreds of kids, who each had ample 

opportunity to catch a few trout, build a 

spinning lure, and learn other angling skills. 

The angling activities were part of the 

family-oriented activities of this event to 

raise awareness for Child Abuse Prevention 

week. 
 

INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
Rick Hargrave, Administrator 
 

Controlled Hunt Application Promotion 

A multi-faceted controlled hunt application 

promotion was undertaken this spring with the 

intent of making it easier for brand new hunters 

learn how to apply for a controlled hunt for the 

very first time and to provide tips on application 

strategies to those who have been hunting for 

years. A seminar entitled “Controlled Hunts 

101” was developed and presented several times 

at the Portland Sportsman’s Show, the Central 

Oregon Sportsman’s Show, at the Tualatin 

Cabela’s store and at the ODFW Headquarters in 

Salem. A PowerPoint version of the seminar 

with audio recording was also posted online on 

the Department’s YouTube channel. The 

Department used several methods to drive 

awareness of the seminars, other resources that 

assist hunters when making their controlled hunt 

selections and the controlled hunt deadline date. 

Several Facebook posts and Twitter tweets went 

out, a feature story was posted on the front page 

of the ODFW website, and targeted emails were 

sent to all hunters who had purchased a hunting 

license either this year or last and had not yet 

applied for a controlled hunt. 
 

OCEAN SALMON/COLUMBIA RIVER 

PROGRAM  

John North, Acting Ocean Salmon and Columbia 

River Program Manager 

Eulachon Fisheries and Recovery Planning 

Background 

In May of 2010, the Southern Distinct 

Population Segment (DPS) of eulachon, or 

Pacific smelt, were federally-listed as threatened 

under the ESA.  This genetic group encompasses 

all populations within the states of Washington, 

Oregon and California and extends from lower 

British Columbia to Northern California.  The 

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 

identified climate change impacts on ocean 

conditions as the most serious threat to eulachon.  

Among 16 identified threats, by-catch in pink-
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shrimp fisheries was ranked 2nd, with 

commercial harvest ranked 9th and recreational 

harvest ranked 13th.    

In response to the listing, Oregon Department of 

Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) closed commercial 

fisheries in December 2010 and recreational 

fisheries effective January 2011.  

ODFW’s Marine Resources Program has worked 

closely with the pink-shrimp fishing industry to 

develop modified excluder devices that 

substantially reduce eulachon by-catch.  This has 

been widely lauded as a win-win in that eulachon 

by catch is greatly reduced and the fishers spend 

less time sorting. LED lights attached to the 

trawl lines illuminate an escape path under the 

net, allowing eulachon and other species that 

enter the net to find their way back out.  The 

technique reduces eulachon bycatch by more 

than 90%; while the catch of pink shrimp is 

reduced by less than 1%.  

Fisheries and Monitoring 

In 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014, respective returns 

to the Columbia River were about 37-, 36-, 108- 

and 186-million eulachon.  The 2015 run 

estimate is not yet complete, but appears to be 

another strong return. In response to these recent 

increases, Oregon and Washington worked 

closely with NMFS to provide fishing 

opportunities in 2014 and 2015.  State and 

federal staffs concluded limited fisheries, 

monitored for effort and catch, would provide 

additional information on the current status of 

eulachon. 

These fisheries have been very popular with the 

angling public.  Recreational, commercial, and 

tribal fishers harvested about 240,000 pounds of 

eulachon in 2014 and about 309,000 pounds in 

2015, most of which occurred in recreational 

fisheries.  The 2014 harvest equated to 1.4% of 

the total run.  

The fishery data along with complimentary 

larval sampling data collected under contract 

with NMFS are used to estimate run size and 

will help to shape future fisheries opportunities.  

The data collected as part of the fishery have 

provided a better understanding of the structure 

of the Columbia River subpopulation including 

data on run distribution, run strength, weight 

distribution, age composition, sex ratio, stage of 

maturity, and fecundity.   

Fishery assessment data also complement survey 

data currently being collected on eulachon larval 

production to estimate annual spawning stock 

returns.  Reestablishing “fishery-dependent” 

assessments of adult abundance, combined with 

larval data, enhance our understanding of 

population status and trends.  The combined 

information is useful for evaluating freshwater 

survival, by comparing indices of returning adult 

abundance to estimates of subsequent egg and 

larvae production, and for evaluating ocean 

survival, by comparing larvae production 

estimates to subsequent age-specific adult 

returns.  

The data collected also provide a better 

understanding of the historical landings, and may 

help the eulachon recovery team with run re-

constructions for use in the viability analysis.  

There appears to be a strong relationship 

between the pounds per landing data provided by 

the mainstem commercial fishery and the data 

from the larval density survey. 

In the coming months ODFW staff will 

participate with NMFS to develop their recovery 

plan for eulachon.  A draft plan is expected to be 

released in late 2015.  We anticipate that 

incorporating conservative fisheries and 

monitoring in the plan will provide essential data 

on population status, and will allow the public to 

participate in this unique and popular fishery. 
 

CONSERVATION PROGRAM  

Lindsay Adrean, Strategy Species Coordinator 

The first stakeholders meeting for the Oregon 

Conservation Strategy (OCS) revision was held 

on April 27. Organizations that were represented 

at this meeting included The Nature 

Conservancy, Portland Audubon, The Rocky 

Mountain Elk Foundation, Oregon Department 

of Forestry, and the Oregon Water Resources 

Department. This was the first of four 

stakeholder meetings to be held in the coming 

months. Conservation Program staff provided 

background on the OCS revision and outlined 

the desired review of strategy species and key 

conservation issues. The next stakeholder 

meeting will be held on May 27 to discuss 

strategy habitats, ecoregions, and conservation 
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opportunity areas. 
 

Conservation Program staff attended the annual 

meeting of the Oregon chapter of The Wildlife 

Society, held in Eugene on April 29-30. Staff 

presented three posters providing information on 

the updates being made to the Oregon 

Conservation Strategy and the Nearshore 

Strategy. 
 

ODFW reviewed and provided technical 

comments on the USFWS Draft Species Report 

on the Sierra Nevada Red Fox. This species has 

been petitioned for ESA listing and will be a 

strategy species in the 2015 Oregon 

Conservation Strategy. In addition to technical 

comments, ODFW provided data that has been 

collected by the agency on the red fox over the 

last several years. 
 

In early May, Director Melcher met with the 

director of Oregon Department of Forestry and 

the regional director of the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service to discuss conservation 

agreement options for the fisher. This species is a 

strategy species in the Oregon Conservation 

Strategy and a candidate for ESA listing; the 

final listing decision will be made in April 2016. 

The possibility for reintroduction was among the 

options discussed. 
 

OREGON STATE POLICE 

Captain Jeff Samuels, Fish & Wildlife Division 
 

Spring is a busy time for Oregon State Police 

Fish and Wildlife Division Troopers whose focus 

turns to an emphasis on fish protection during 

this time of year. Issues stem from all types of 

fisheries including trout, salmon and sturgeon as 

indicated by some recent case examples listed 

below: 
 

Trooper Andrews (Albany) worked the South 

Santiam River at Waterloo Falls to address 

snagging complaints. While there, he observed 

an angler snag and subsequently retained a 

spring chinook salmon. The angler was contacted 

and issued a citation for Take/Possession of 

Foul-Hooked Salmon. The salmon was seized 

and donated to charity. 
 

Sergeant Allori and Senior Trooper Schoenborn 

(Portland) responded to a complaint of an angler 

catching and retaining a sturgeon on the 

Willamette River in Portland. Retention of 

sturgeon on the Lower Willamette River is 

prohibited. Sgt. Allori and Sr. Tpr. Schoenborn 

contacted the suspect angler and his friend who 

were both sturgeon angling, but were packing up 

their gear to leave. They denied keeping a 

sturgeon, but Sgt. Allori located a 51 inch 

sturgeon hidden a short distance away. The 

angler was cited for Unlawful Take/Possession of 

Sturgeon and the sturgeon was revived and 

returned to the Willamette River. Sgt. Allori and 

Sr. Tpr. Schoenborn continued their boat patrol 

issuing the following citations: Four citations for 

No Angling License, one citation for Angling 

Prohibited Method to wit:  two lines.  
 

 
OSP reviving and releasing a seized sturgeon  
 

Trooper Herman (Astoria) watched an angler at 

Gnat Creek repeatedly snag Chinook salmon. 

The angler kept two of the foul hooked salmon, 

and punched the salmon in the head to subdue 

them after he drug them onto the river bank. 

After keeping the second salmon, the subject 

immediately left the creek, heading back to his 

vehicle. Trooper Herman contacted the subject, 

who admitted to snagging the two salmon that he 

was carrying. The subject was cited and released 

criminally for Unlawful Taking Snagged Salmon. 

The two salmon were seized. 
 

Trooper Mathews (Springfield) contacted 14 

anglers in various stretches along the McKenzie 

River. During the contacts four citations were 

issued to four separate anglers and 21 trout were 

seized. The citations ranged from Exceeding the 

Daily Bag Limit, Unlawful Possession of Non 

Adipose Fin-clipped Trout, No Resident Angling 
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License, and Continuing to Angle after Reaching 

the Daily Bag Limit. Of the 21 trout seized, three 

were “wild” or non-adipose fin-clipped trout 

which are unlawful to retain and must be 

released unharmed. 
 

Oregon State Police Fish and Wildlife Division 

Troopers from the St. Helens, Portland, and 

Astoria areas worked an extended action plan on 

key areas of the Gilbert River, in the Sauvie 

Island Wildlife Area (SIWA), in response to 

historic high levels of unlawful harvest of 

sturgeon in the spring. The action plan started 

with the opening of the wildlife area on April 15, 

2105 and was consistently worked for a one 

month period. During that period Troopers used 

covert surveillance to observe anglers along the 

Gilbert River. When a violation was observed, 

contact was made with marked, uniformed units 

who made contact with the violators. Many 

violators were apprehended and a total of 22 

unlawful sturgeon were seized and either 

released or donated to charity. Some key cases 

include: 
 

 Four sturgeon found hidden in the spare 

tire well in the trunk of the vehicle 

 One small sturgeon hidden in a trash can 

in the back of a pickup 

 One large sturgeon hidden in the brush, 

which expanded into seizure of two more 

that had been taken unlawfully earlier in 

the week 

 Four sturgeon hidden in a vehicle 

discovered on a traffic stop after 

witnessing unlawful take of 1 sturgeon 

 Two sturgeon hidden in a cooler, one of 

which had been butchered to make it 

easier to hide 
 

Many other offenses were also cited during the 

30 day action plan period. These include: 

 Approximately 10 Offensive Littering 

Cases 

 Over 30 violation citations for: 

o Angling Prohibited Method: Two 

Poles 

o Angling Prohibited Method:  

Barbed Hooks for Sturgeon 

o No Angling License 

o No Combined Angling Harvest 

Card 

 One subject was apprehended for an 

outstanding felony warrant for her arrest 
 

 
Sturgeon seized during SIWA Action Plan 
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